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HUSTLER USA Magazine started in 1974, when the sexual revolution was in full swing. Landmark victories for real personal freedom were won back then—the right to pursue

happiness of any flavor without stigma and persecution. Now in our 44th year, I am witnessing a different kind of sexual awakening. It started with comedy icon Bill Cosby and has cascaded to the downfall of many prominent men in politics, entertainment and the media: Harvey Weinstein, Charlie Rose, Matt Lauer, Trent Franks, John Conyers, Al Franken and the welcome electoral defeat of alleged serial predator Roy Moore.

Women too intimidated to speak out in the past are now coming forward in droves, and the men who once got away with this abuse are falling like dominoes. This is a sea change, and it will mean greater freedom from coercive sexual harassment in the workplace—another long overdue advance for civil rights and equal justice in our society.

But there is also a level of hysteria and premature judgment in some of these cases. In our legal system, an accusation is not a presumption of guilt. America is governed by the rule of law. The Sixth Amendment guarantees the right to a fair jury trial, but many of these cases have been tried in the media and court of public opinion, with no appeal.

So where is the line to be drawn, between real harassment/ coercion and a relatively innocent hug? Are we going to condemn all physical contact? Also, the reality of false accusations by disgruntled former lovers is not unheard of.

Yes, Al Franken’s indiscretions crossed the line, but he has not been accused of assault, rape or molesting an underage girl—and there is a big difference. Franken has disputed several of the allegations, but nevertheless he did the honorable thing and resigned. Which is what we should expect now from our serial Abuser in Chief, accused by a whopping 19 women of sexual assault or misconduct.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for Donald Trump to do anything honorable. Still, the pressure is definitely rising, and we can hope that this new sexual awakening will eventually flush the moron bully out of the White House.

For that possibility, and the certain progress being made against sexual harassment, we should all be grateful.

Larry Flynt

Publisher
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Adult Magazines, also known as Pornographic, Adult, Sex, or Top-shelf magazines, is a genre of magazine that contains content of a sexual nature aimed to entice or tease the reader and stimulate sexual arousal.
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